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Welcome £rom the Chair
hether this is your first fantasy-related conference, or your fourth or your thirtieth-a
thousand welcomes to you all. Whether you come here from elsewhere in the midwest,
or the west coast, or strands afar remote--be assured that you are very welcome. Your
conference committee has organized this little gathering, at bottom, for the fun of it not that the
chores necessary to make it possible have always been fun, but such is our goal for the conference:
intelligence and fun, scholarship and joy. We are delighted that you have come to contribute to
this and to share in it.
We are met to celebrate a milestone in the history of the Mythopoeic Society: our thirtieth annual conference in an unbroken sequence over the last three decades. (So, that makes this Mythcon
Triple X-but your conference committee is, of course, much too lofty in mind and soul to take
more than passing notice of this amusing little datum. It does give us the giggles from time to
time, however.) This is also the first joint meeting of Mythcon and Bree Moot-indeed, prior to our
merging them, it started out as the fourth in a series of occasional conferences for the readers of
Beyond Bree, the publication of the Tolkien Special Interest Group of Mensa. (Naturally, then, our
nickname for our joint gathering is-MythMoot!) In addition, we celebrate the fiftieth anniversary
of the publication of J.R.R. Tolkien's Farmer Giles of Ham, and the centenary of one of his fellow
Inklings, Nevill Coghill (best known for his work on Chaucer and Langland and for the Oxford
University Dramatic Society). And, as always, we celebrate C.S. Lewis, Charles Williams, W.H.
Lewis, Owen Barfield and the other Inklings, and mythopoeic authors of all sorts.
What the conference committee has done is mostly to set the stage: to provide table and roof
and bed, so that we have a place to meet, and occasional rest and nourishment It is you who provide the program. You have come through with one that delights and excites me: papers and
panels that enrich our appreciation of some of our favorite authors, movies we do not often get a
chance to see, music and drama, fun and games. As usual there is too much to fit in a single track,
and I am only sorry that it will not be possible to attend every program item.
Bree Moots and Mythcons are known for being at once fannish and scholarly, but the gulf
between the denizens of fandom and academia is largely illusory. Any college professor would be
happy to be known for research of the depth and rigor of that done as a labor of love by our guests
of honor. C.S. Lewis said that the basic qualities to look for in works of art are Deliciousness and
Truth. Thus are fan and art lover, critic and scholar, fed and sustained.
Welcome, then. Meet old friends and make new ones. Our moot is large enough to achieve
~tical mass, small enough to be clubbable. There is much to think about and talk about and expenence. Let us emulate C.S. Lewis's love of discussion and amicable debate (he described himself
as "hungry for rational opposition"). Let us also emulate his courtesy (one of my favorite
Lewis-isms is his firm advice that "disputation is not the same as quarreling").

W

Welcome to Mythcon XXX. Welcome to Bree Moot 4. Welcome to MythMoot.

4

London, 16 September 1998
Dear Nancy Martsch,
How very kind of you to write personally to invite me to join you all at the forthcoming Bree
Moot/Mythcon conference. I just wish I felt young and bold enough to accept. It would be the
greatest fun to put faces to the many names I know so well from reading Beyond Bree, and to visit
Marquette and Wheaton with whose Tolkien connections I am so well familiar. But I fear it is an
indulgence that I must say 'no' to, and although you generously suggest that I might wish to
address the Conference I think I really have nothing original left to say. The Tolkien 'industry',
however, develops apace with a new generation at the helm, and I am constantly impressed by
the scholarly-sometimes impish-ingenuity of interpretation that you and others so diligently
disseminate.
Please give my greetings to the Conference delegates if occasion offers. I shall read all about it,
enviously, once it is over. I know that for my part I have been fortunate to have lived with Middleearth since childhood, and subsequently to have spent much of my life watching (and trying to
aid) the inexorable penetration of Tolkien's imaginative creation into our world. To honour his
genius a new Fellowship seems to have grown up and, I like to think, your part of it will re-launch
itself with enthusiasm on its ever-expanding travels after its weekend meeting in Milwaukee next
summer.
Good luck in the preparation, success to the achievement, and renewed thanks for asking me.
Yours ever,
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Bree Moot 4/Mythcon XXX Artist Guest 0£ Honor
Sylvia Hunnewell
ome people instinctively know what
path to pursue in
life. Sometimes they are,
for lack of a better word,
destined. "Bom-to-bea .... "
That's
Sylvia
Hunnewell. Born to be an
artist. Determined that ~
art would become a way
of life, Sylvia made the
solemn decision to pursue it. In kindergarten.
Growing into her artistic capabilities was as
natural as growing up. Like many children,
Sylvia was in love with horses. But with the
economics of owning an equine carefully
explained by her dad as out of the family's
budget and therefore out of the question,
Sylvia took to drawing and painting them
instead. As a high school student, she painted
an entire stampede of horses on a wall of a barn
where local youth groups hung out.
Before earning her Fine Art/ Commercial Art
degree from Kansas University in 1979, Sylvia,
while still a student, served as art editor for the
literary magazine Pierian. Work on the science
fiction magazine The Pterodactyl's Egg followed.
While employed by the company ARTEX to create designs for T-shirts, Sylvia met her future
husband Gary at her first World Science Fiction
Convention, Noreascon II, in 1980.
Sylvia began her long relationship as an
illustrator with Mythprint, Mythlore, Ravenhill,
Elanor, Niekas, Once Upon a Time, and a variety
of Tolkien Society fanzines in the years that followed. As the scope of her work broadened, she
added book covers to her repertoire, producing
illustrations for biographer William Anderson's

Not one to be pigeonholed by a single medium, Sylvia renders works in anything from oil
to acrylic to watercolor to lithography to Conte
crayon. Her favorite media, however, are
Prismacolor pencils, Koh-I-Noor inks and
Winsor & Newton watercolors. Echoed in
Sylvia's own bold and flowing lines, her attention to detail, and rich, vibrant colors, is the
influence of her favorite artists. These range
from Pre-Raphaelites John William Waterhouse
and Dante Gabriel Rossetti to N.C. Wyeth,
Andrew Lange, Alphonse Mucha and Maxfield
Parrish. Modem illustrator Trina Schart
Hyman is also a long-time influence and personal favorite.
Sylvia's first Tolkien-related drawing, she
recalls with a laugh, was of a "very sexy
Arwen" pictured with Frodo for the cover of
the February 1981 Ravenhill. A keener insight
into her depictions of Tolkien's characters
quickly grew under the guidance of Tolkien
scholar and husband Gary. Numerous illustrations of hobbits, elves and wizards followed, often with an emphasis on portraiture. While landscapes fill Sylvia's backgrounds, they are not ultimately her focus.
She prefers to center on character, finding in
Tolkien's writing the challenge of successfully conveying to the viewer deep emotion and
pervasive atmosphere.
In recent years, Sylvia has had to put her
artwork on a slow simmer in order to raise two
of her biggest fans--children Tristan and
Rachel. But now Mythcon XXX will witness the
return of Sylvia Hunnewell in all her illustrative glory. For those lucky enough to attend,
the promised visual delights will be well worth
the wait.

S

The Walnut Grove Story of Laura Ingalls Wilder

Paula DiSante

and Laura Ingalls Wilder: The Iowa Story.
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Bree Moot 4/Mythcon XXX Fan Guest 0£ Honor
Gary Hunnewell: A Hobbit for All Seasons

W

hen NPR interviewed Sumner Gary
Hunnewell, they described him as a
"Tolkien Completist," as if that were
his job description. In fact, it is.
I first encountered Hildifons Took,
as he called himself then-and often
still does-back in 1977, when we were
both still teenaged Tolkien fans. The
original Hildifons, as anyone sufficiently versed in Tolkien to attend a Bree
Moot will remember, was the uncle of
Bilbo's who "went off on a journey and
never returned." This latter-day Hildifons had
embarked on a particularly challenging quest:
to collect Tolkien fanzines. And since I published a meeting announcement bulletin for my
local Mythopoeic Society discussion group,
that was close enough to qualify. So that is how
meeting information for our group came to be
known by a score of locals in California, and
one high school student in Scarborough, Maine.
Gary collected assiduously, and became the
world's leading expert in what he collected.
Since most Tolkien fanzines are published by
fan clubs, he became an expert on them, too,
and has encouraged their formation and activities. The end results of his labors have been
prodigious: besides numerous reviews, listings,
and bibliographies of fanzines, pamphlets, and
ephemera, especially for the Tolkien Society's
Amon Hen, he produced for the Tolkien centenary and the following year (1992-93) two large
and comprehensive "Year End Review" listings
of "Tolkien Fannish and Scholarly Activities
and Publications." And there is his true monument: hundreds if not thousands of Tolkien
fanzines, neatly microfilmed and cataloged
amongst the other Tolkien papers in the
Archives of Marquette University.
Gary also practices what he studies: he
founded a club in Maine and took it with him

when he moved west in adult life, which is why
the New England Tolkien Society is located in
Arnold, Missouri. NETS has published a journal, Ravenhill, and a number of rare
special publications, including an edition of J.R.R. Tolkien's Letters to Rhona
Beare (item Di2 in your Hammond bibliography of Tolkien) and the delightful Halfast Thinking, a gleaning of
deliberate and accidental wit from
Tolkien fanzines.
Nor are fanzines Gary's only
accomplishment. He is a Tolkien scholar specializing in Middle-earth astronomy: none who
were there will forget his planetarium talk at
the 1996 Boulder Mythcon. He has also given
papers on other mythopoeic authors. There is
his wonderful family, whom you will meet at
this conference. He and Sylvia are Viscount and
Viscountess of Tookland in the order of the
Restored Kingdoms of Gondor and Amor,
which will hold formal ceremonials here. He
has exported his knowledge of Tolkien
fanzines to the recondite world of science fiction fanzine fandom, where he was chosen as
Guest of Honor (literally picked out of a hat!) at
its 1996 conference, Corflu Nashville. He was
co-creator of the immortal Flopsy the Nazgul at
the Minneapolis Mythcon in 1993. And, since
its first appearance on the lawn of the D.C.
Mythcon in 1994, Gary is best known in the
Mythopoeic Society for reviving the ancient
hobbitic sport of Golfimbul. If you don't know
what a Golfimbul tournament is like, go to this
year's and be prepared to be enlightened.
So in addition to being a scholar, a collector,
and a gentleman, this is one imaginative and
funny guy. Let us all say "Hail Hildifons!" and
welcome Gary Hunnewell to the MythMoot.

David Bratman
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Doualas A. Anderson
Jl!;.JJ!I! Wyke-Smith's The

ouglas A. Anderson's first book was The
Annotated Hobbit (1988), and it is mostly
for his work on J.R.R. Tolkien that he is
known today. Much of this work on Tolkien
had its origins in textual studies. In fact, the
impetus behind The Annotated Hobbit was the
studying of the revisions made by Tolkien to
the various editions of The Hobbit. When
Anderson learned that the revisions did not by
themselves justify a variorum edition of the
book, he proposed an annotated edition, which
was eagerly accepted by the publisher,
Houghton Mifflin. The annotations span a
wide range of topics-from other writings and
letters by Tolkien to the medieval literatures
that Tolkien taught. Anderson's study of
Tolkien's revisions to The Hobbit comprise
Appendix A of the published book. The
Annotated Hobbit won the Mythopoeic
Scholarship Award in 1990.
His textual studies on The Lord of the Rings
resulted in an updated American edition published by Houghton Mifflin in 1987. This edition brings into print in American a large number of Tolkien's own revisions to the British
editions which had never previously made it
into the American editions. It also includes
Anderson's summary of the textual history of
The Lord of the Rings as an introductory "Note
on the Text." In England, a further update to
the British text of The Lord of the Rings was published by Harper Collins in 1994, with a slightly revised "Note on the Text."
He also collaborated with Wayne G.
Hammond on / .R.R. Tolkien: A Descriptive
Bibliography (1993). While the research for this
volume covered many years, and while the
book itself went through many drafts, the final
version was entirely compiled by Hammond,
and credits Anderson as the lesser co-author.
/.R.R. Tolkien: A Descriptive Bibliography also
won the 1994 Mythopoeic Scholarship Award.
Anderson also succeeded in bringing back
into print after nearly seventy years E.A.

D

Marvellous Land of
Snergs, a chidren's
fantasy
which
Tolkien himself
cited as an influence on The Hobbit.
With a new critical
introduction by
Anderson,
and
annotated list of Wyke-Smith's writings, The
Marvellous Land of Snergs was republished in
1996 by Old Earth Books.
As with his championing of Wyke-Smith's
neglected children's book, Anderson has also
found a specialty in promoting the works of
neglected or forgotten writers of mythopoeic
and supernatural fantasy. Anderson's work
over a dozen years on the Welsh writer
Kenneth Morris (1879-1937) reached a high
point in 1992 with the first publication of a lost
Morris fantasy novel, The Chalchiuhite Dragon, a
mystical fantasy of the Toltecs of ancient
Mexico. This was followed in 1995 by a longoverdue collection of Morris's best work, his
myth-based short stories. Entitled The Dragon
Path, this volume collects nearly forty of Morris
stories, along with an extensive introduction by
Anderson that provides valuable information
on Morris's life and beliefs. Morris's work has
been highly praised by some of keenest critics
of the genre, including Ursula K. Le Guin,
Brian Stableford, and John Clute.
Some other of these projects resurrecting
forgotten writers are still works-in-progress,
but one offshoot of his work on Leonard Cline
(1893-1929) appeared in the form of a collection
of five stories, The Lady of Frozen Death and
Other Weird Tales (1992). Cline's major writings,
including The Dark Chamber (1927), an elegant
burslesque of the Gothic that was highly
praised by H.P. Lovecraft, and Cline's superlative modem novel based on Finnish legends
from the Kalevala, God Head (1925), have not yet
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been re-issued.
Anderson has planned three presentations
for Mythcon 30/Bree Moot 4. The first will be a
slide show of illustrations done over the years
to The Hobbit, compiled from foreign and other
special editions. The Annotated Hobbit reproduces a small selection of these illustrations (in
black and white only), whereas the slide show
will contain many more, including a large
number of color ones.
Anderson's second presentation will be a
more informal talk about his own experiences

with researching and writing, entitled
"Episodes in the Llfe of a Scholar /Researcher:
Rediscovering Snergs, Excavating Obscure
Dead Authors, and Pleasant Encounters with
Nonagenarians." The third presentation will be
a public reading of a one-act play by Kenneth
Morris entitled The Archdruid. It is very similar
in content and style to Morris's tales, and
should serve as an intriguing introduction to
Morris for those who have not yet encountered
his writings.

Douala.s A. Anderson: A Selecied Bil,lioara.phy
"Note on the Text" by Douglas A. Anderson, in The Lord of
the Rings by J.R.R Tolkien Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1987.
Also published in The Fellowship of the Ring by J.R.R.
Tolkien Boston: Houghton Mifflin,, 1987. [1his edition of
The Lord of the Rings brings into print for the first time in the
U.S. a large number of revisions by J.R.R. Tolkien. See
below, under 1994, for revised edition]

"Note on the Text" by Douglas A. Anderson, in The Hobbit,
by J.R.R. Tolkien. London: HarperCollins, 1995. [A very
short, two-paragraph comment on the textual history of
The Hobbit.]
The Maroellous I.And of Snergs, by E. A. Wyke-Smith,, introduction and bibliography by Douglas A. Anderson.
Baltimore: Old Earth Books, 1996.

The Annotated Hobbit, including The Hobbit by J.R.R.
Tolkien, annotated by Douglas A. Anderson. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin,, 1988. London: Unwin Hyman, 1989.
Translated into Spanish {Barcelona, 1990), Italian (Milan,
1991, 1997), and Japanese (fokyo, 1997).

"Profile: Christopher Tolkien" by Douglas A. Anderson, The
Canadian C. S. Lewis Journal, no. 92 (Autumn 1997): 53-56.
"Thomas Ligotti: A Bibliography" by Douglas A. Anderson
Posted at www.longshadows.cmn/ ligotti/biblio.html

The Chalchiuhite Dmgon, by Kenneth Morris, edited and
with an afterword and glossary by Douglas A. Anderson
New York: Tor, 1992. New York: Orb, 1993. Translated into
German (Frankfurt, 1994).

"Note on the Text" by Douglas A. Anderson, in The Lord of
the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1999.
[A reprint of the 1994 UK "Note", bringing the 1994 text of
The Lord of the Rings into print in the US for the first ti.me.
The "Note" will appear in various subsequent editions of
The Lord of the Rings and The Fellowship of the Rings, published by Houghton Mifflin Company.]
Forthcoming:

The Wy of Frozen Death and Other Weird Tales, by Leonard
Oine, edited and with an introduction by Douglas A.

Anderson West Warwick, Rhode Island: Necronomicon
Press, 1992.

Absolute Omens: The Cumplete Strange Stories of Robert
Aickman, edited and with an introduction by Douglas A.
Anderson Baltimore: Old Earth Books, 2000.

/.R .R. Tolkien: A Descriptive Bibliography, by Wayne G.
Hammond, with the assistance of Douglas A. Anderson
Wmchester: St. Paul's Bibliographies; New Castle,
Delaware: Oak Knoll Books, 1993.

"Christopher Tolkien: A Bibliography" by Douglas A.
Anderson, in Toi/den 's Legendariwn: Essays on The History of
Middle-earth, edited by Verlyn Flieger and Carl F. Hostetter.
Westport, Connecticut Greenwood Press, 2000.

uNote on the Text" by Douglas A. Anderson, in The Lord of
the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien. London: HarperCollins, 1994.
[The introductory uNote on the Text" is revised from the
1987 version, and the 1987 text is slightly updated. The
"Note" appears in various subsequent editions of The Lord
of the Rings, and The Fellowship of the Ring, published by
HarperCollins. See also 1999 below.]

Puss-Cat Mew and Other Stories: Some Fairy Tales Tolkien
Knew, edited by Douglas A. Anderson

Les Fleurs du Msd by Charles Baudelaire, translated by
Oark Ashton Smith,, edited by Douglas A. Anderson.

The Dmgon Path: Collected Tales of Kmneth Morris, edited
and with an introduction by Douglas A. Anderson. New

Eyes of the God: The Weird Fiction and Poetry of R. H. Barlow,
edited by Douglas A. Anderson and S. T. Joshi.

York: Tor, 1995.
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Beyond Bree Awards
his year Beyond Bree would like to recognize two individuals who have made outstanding contributions to Tolkien scholarship: Charles Elston and Dr. Richard
Blackwelder. Charles Elston has for many years
been the Archivist of the Tolkien Collection at
Marquette University, in Milwaukee. Dr.
Blackwelder, who is less well known, collected
and catalogued an enormous body of primary
and secondary material on J.R.R. Tolkien,
including books, theses, and clippings. His collection is now in the Marquette Archives,
where it will benefit future researchers.

employed for 22 years.
His work with the Tolkien manuscripts
includes not only the preparation of exhibits,
but (more importantly) preservation, microfilming, acquisitions, and working with scholars. He assisted Taum Santoski and
Christopher Tolkien with The Lord of the Rings
manuscripts for the History of Middle-earth
series. He also aided Gary Hunnewell with cataloging and microfilming Gary's fanzine collection, donated to the Archives.

Charles B. Elston

Dr.
Richard
E
Blackwelder had a
notable career in zoology before turning to
the study of J.R.R.
Tolkien. He was born
in 1909, in Madison,
Wisconsin and received a Ph.D. in zoology from Stanford in
.1934. He worked as
an entomologist for
the Smithsonian, for
the US Department of Agriculture, as Assistant
Curator of Entomology at the American
Museum of Natural History and the US
National Museum.
In 1955 Dr. Blackwelder returned to academia, becoming Associate Professor at St. John
Fisher College, in Rochester, New York (195557), then Associate Professor, later Professor, at
the University of Illinois at Carbondale, from
1958 until his retirement in 1987. He published
studies on the taxonomy of vertebrates and of
insects.
In 1978 Richard Blackwelder discovered
J.R.R. Tolkien. He began to index the works of
Tolkien the next year, applying the same thoroughness as he had to his taxonomic studies. In
1986 he moved to Cape Girardeau, Missouri,
where he rented a separate apartment for his

T

Charles Elston is best known to Tolkien fandom as the Archivist of the Special Collections
at the Marquette University Libraries, in Milwaukee. In 1957 Marquette University, a
Roman Catholic school, purchased Tolkien's
manuscripts of The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings,
Mr. Bliss, and Farmer Giles of Ham, for $5,000
(£1,250). This initial purchase was later supplemented by Christopher Tolkien's donation of
additional papers of his father's . Marquette has
also acquired a great deal of secondary Tolkienrelated material, especially fanzines.
Because of the importance of this collection
to Tolkien scholars, several conferences on
Tolkien have been held at Marquette. These
include a conference sponsored by Marqµette
in 1983, a smaller seminar in 1989, and
Mythcon XVIII in 1987. Charles Elston, as
Archivist, has been an active participant in all
of these events.
Charles Elston came into the library business through the back door, so to speak. He got
his degree in American History from the
University of Wisconsin at Madison, specializing in the 19th century westward movement
and the agricultural frontier. He learned the
library business first as a TA for a professor at
the University of Illinois at Urbana, then at the
library of Marquette, where he has been

10

Dr. Richard E Blackwelder

Tolkien collection. Here he would work 12-15
hours a day. The collection, officially donated
to Marquette University in 1981, remained in
his possession until 1999, when it was moved
to Marquette. It consists of 132 notebooks of
Tolkien-related material, over 40 theses and
dissertations (purchased by Dr. Blackwelder),
and many books. In 1987 Blackwelder established the Tolkien Archive Fund. His book, A
Tolkien Thesaurus, was published in 1991; "The
Great Copyright Controversy" in Beyond Bree
in September, 1995.
Dr. Blackwelder has now retired from active
Tolkien study, and lives in Cape Girardeau.

Selected Publications

The Names of Groups of Kelvar and Olvar (privately published), 1981

Names of Tolkien Individuals (privately published, 2 versions, latest August 1983)

A Tolkien Thesaurus, 1990
Tolkien Portraiture (privately published), 1993
"The Great Copyright Controversy", Beyond
Bree, September 1995

Farn1er Giles of Han1: 50th Anniversary
1999 marks the 50th anniversary of the first
publication of }.R.R. Tolkien's Farmer Giles of
Ham. This delightful story was first written by
Tolkien around 1930 for personal pleasure. In
January 1938 he was asked to read a paper for
a society at Worchester College; Tolkien took
this opportunity to rewrite Farmer Giles in a
much longer version and read it in place of a
paper on fairy stories. At this point the story
took on a more adult and satiric tone. After it
was well received by the audience that night,
Tolkien offered the story to Allen & Unwin that
same year as a possible successor to The Hobbit.
In letters to the publisher, Tolkien recognized
that publication would require additional stories to complete the book and several letters
include mention of a possible sequel.
Finally, in 1946, Allen & Unwin expressed
interest in publishing the story by itself and by
July of 1947 Tolkien had returned a revised version to the publisher. Although Milein Cosman
was originally selected to do the artwork,
Tolkien's reaction to her specimen drawings
was rather negative. In March of 1949, Allen &
Unwin asked Pauline Baynes to illustrate the
book. This was the first time she had been

asked to illustrate a story by Tolkien. His
response to seeing copies of her pictures was
uncharacteristically enthusiastic. By this point,
the prospects of a sequel had languished, due
in part to the difficulty that Tolkien felt in his
attempts to recreate the spirit and abnosphere
that had nourished the original story.
The book was published in the fall of 1949
to generally positive reviews. In 1966
Ballantine first published a paperback edition
of Farmer Giles as part of The Tolkien Reader;
three years later Ballantine reprinted the story
along with Smith of Wootton Major in a single
paperback. In the fall of 1999, Houghton
Mifflin will publish a new edition of Farmer
Giles of Ham. Edited by Christina Scull and
Wayne G. Hammond, this 50th anniversary
volume will include a facsimile of the first edition, the previously unpublished first version
of the story and Tolkien's notes for the sequel,
and an introduction and notes by the editors.
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Nevill Coahill
Penguin Classics: still the best, most readable,
and most enjoyable Chaucer translation ever
published. But his deepest love was for the theatre. He was not content to study Shakespeare
in the classroom, but put his theories in practice by directing numerous Oxford college productions. In 1966 he produced a special show,
later filmed, of Marlowe's Dr. Faustus, with his
former prize pupil, Richard Burton, in the lead.
But Coghill's most famous play was a 1949 production of The Tempest in a college garden, in
which Ariel amazed the audience by running
across the surface of the lake. (Secret a plank
hidden invisibly just below the waterline.)
As well as a scholar, teacher, translator,
Inkling, theatrical director and actor, Coghill
was a poet, painter, violinist, social lion, and
noted wit ("Bless thee, Bodder! Thou art transmogrified!" was his Shakespearian comment
on seeing the ugly 1930s New Bodleian
Library.) "A gentleman by instinct as well as by
tradition," in the words of one of his pupils, he
died in 1980.

evill Henry Kendal Aylmer Coghill is
this year's centenary Inkling. He was
born April 19, 1899, to an aristocratic
English Protestant family long settled in southern Ireland. As an undergraduate at Oxford in
1920, he shyly asked a recent graduate named
J.R.R. Tolkien to read a paper to the college
Essay Club. Instead of an essay, they got a
chapter from The Book of Lost Tales. Coghill met
CS. Lewis when they took an English class
together in 1923. The two joined Tolkien's sagareading club, the Coalbiters, when they were
young instructors at the university. Later,
Coghill was one of the first Oxford dons
Tolkien and Lewis recruited into the Inklings.
In 1936, Coghill lent Lewis his copy of a book
he'd enjoyed, The Place of the Lion by Charles
Williams. Lewis liked it so much he sent a fan
letter to the author, from which much followed.
As the years passed, Coghill attended
Inklings meetings less, but he remained friends
with the others. He became Merton Professor
of English Literature at Oxford, lecturing on
medieval and Elizabethan authors with urbane
humor. He translated The Canterbury Tales for

N

David Bratrnan
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My Ten (or So) Favorite Neglected Fantasists
by Douglas A. Anderson
n an unplanned reading program through
the field of fantasy literature, covering over
a quarter of a century, anyone will (no
doubt) stumble upon some forgotten gems, as
well as a larger number of deservedly forgotten
books. Here I would like to give some attention
to ten or so writers of fantasy who I think are
currently neglected, and too little read. This
discussion will concentrate on older writers,
mostly from before the 1960s, though one could
also make a good case that many fine current
writers of fantasy are equally neglected. Some
of the titles I will suggest are particularly difficult to find; others, less so, but whether one
scours the used book market, or resorts to the
valuable service of interlibrary loan, I think the
effort spent in searching out these books will in
the end be rewarding.
Among the first tier of the best fantasy writers of the twentieth century, I would place
J.R.R. Tolkien, E.R. Eddison, Mervyn Peake,
Lord Dunsany, Kenneth Morris, and David
Lindsay. Tolkien is well-known. E.R. Eddison's
Wonn Ouroboros, and the three Zimiamvian
volumes, are fairly well-known (at least as
titles-one wishes that the books themselves
were more frequently read). But let me give
here a small plug for Eddison's historical novel
Styrbiorn the Strong (1926), an almost saga-like
story (in content but not style) of Viking times
and of the tenth century figure of Styrbiom. It
is more straightforward than some of
Eddison's later works, but it has the same powerful style and evocative phrasings typical of
Eddison's prose. Mervyn Peake's major works,
the Gormenghast volumes, are also wellknown, but again I'll add here a small recommendation for a lesser-known work, his
Gormenghast-in-miniature, Boy In Darkness
(first published in 1956 as Peake's contribution
to an anthology of three novellas entitled
Sometime, Never; it appeared separately in 1996).

I
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Lord Dunsany (1878-1957) is the first author
I will recommend as one who is currently neglected. Dunsany's works encompass about
sixty volumes of short stories, poems, novels,
plays, and essays. Of his twelve novels, The
King of Eljland's Daughter (1924) is certainly a
classic (and it has recently been reissued in
trade paperback by Ballantine). A few others,
like The Charwoman's Shadow (1926) and The
Curse of the Wise Woman (1933), are also noteworthy. But it is Dunsany's short stories, particularly from his early period, that I would
most highly recommend. They were published
originally in eight volumes: The Gods of Pegana
(1905); Time and the Gods (1906); The Sword of
Welleran (1908); A Dreamer's Tales (1910); The
Book of Wonder (1912); Fifty-One Tales (1915); The
Last Book of Wonder (1916; vt. Tales of Wonder),
and Tales of Three Hemispheres (1919). These
early Dunsany stories are rather difficult to
describe. They are almost fable-like, telling of
gods and heroes, prophets and thieves, all with
a wry humor and an exquisite use of style. If
you can find them, I recommend The Sword of
Welleran, A Dreamer's Tales, and The Book of
Wonder as excellent starting points. Very recently a few reprint collections have appeared, and
these collections are certainly to be recommended. The Complete Pegana (1998) includes
The Gods of Pegana, Time and the Gods, and three
stories from Tales of Three Hemisphere. And The
Hashish Man and Other Stories (1996) includes a
selection of stories from three of the original
volumes, A Dreamer's Tales, Fifty-One Tales, and
The Last Book of Wonder.
Kenneth Morris (1879-1937) is the next of
my favorites to be discussed here. His two reworkings of materials from the Mabinogion,
The Fates of the Princes of Dyfed (1914) and Book
of the Three Dragons (1930), are fine books; and
Ursula K. Le Guin has singled out Morris as
one of the finest stylists in fantasy literature in
her famous essay "From Elfland to
Poughkeespie." My favorites of Morris's works

can be found in two volumes which I edited. In
1992, Tor published for the first time Morris's
fantasy novel of the Toltecs of ancient Mexico,
The Chalchiuhite Dragon. Despite some difficult
names and cumbersome words (like "chalchiuhite" in the title: it means "precious green
stone"), it is an excellent and moving story
about the return of Quetzalcoatl, the god who
is periodically reborn among men to teach
peace. The Dragon Path: Collected Tales of
Kenneth Morris (1995) collects Morris's best
work, nearly forty original short stories which
are based on a deep understanding of various
mythologies ranging from Celtic and Norse, to
Greek and Roman, and to Taoist and Buddhist
It has been said that Morris's nearest literary
relative is perhaps Lord Dunsany, but Morris
has taken the original fairy tale into a new area,
giving it a depth and a meaning rarely found
elsewhere.
David Lindsay (1876-1945), my next choice,
is simply one of my favorite writers. He wrote
only seven novels, and his first, A Voyage to
Arcturus (1920) was much admired by CS.
Lewis, who stole its central idea and used it in
the first two volumes of his space trilogy,
adding a Christian mythic outlook whereas
Lindsay's vision has no orthodoxy. Arcturus is
admittedly a bizarre book, and it has been
reviled by some of Lewis's admirers, but it is a
powerful mythopoeic book, even if its spiritual
outlook is bleak. Lindsay's other novels are in
comparison very earthbound and very different. His shortest novel, The Haunted Woman
(1922), concerns a house in which some people
see a stairway which leads into another dimension. It is an excellent minor work, but the
scope and power of Lindsay's Deuil's Tor (1932)
is monumental. A huge book, it concerns the
rejoining of the two halves, broken in antiquity,
of an amulet associated with the worship of the
Great Mother. This restoration brings together
a man and women whose union will uplift the
whole of humanity . At his death, Lindsay left
two unpublished novels, which came out long
afterwards. The Violet Apple (1976) is a bit stilt-
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ed but it is by no means uninteresting. It concerns a family heirloom reputed to contain a
seed from the tree of life from the Garden of
Eden. When the glass heirloom containing the
seed breaks, the seed is planted. A dwarf apple
tree grows forth rapidly, and after blooming,
produces two violet apples, which are each in
tum eaten by a man and a woman, who then
have spiritual visions. Lindsay's final book, The
Witch (1976), has been published only in a
much abbreviated form, but a nearly complete
manuscript does survive, and deserves to be
published. It concerns a man who, after a
glimpse of a witch (a witch being merely a
woman of remarkable spiritual concentration),
is allowed to pass through the three musics of
death and experience heaven while yet living.
It carries the reader through a living numinousness, unlike any other novel I know of.
To tum now to some other favorites, I
would like to bring up the American writer
Charles G. Finney (1905-1984), who is remembered today mainly for his classic novel, The
Circus of Doctor Lao (1935). This was made into
an interesting film in 1964 (called Seven Faces of
Dr. Lao), but the film doesn't really capture the
splendors and attractiveness of the novel.
Finney wrote some other fantasy novels, The
Unholy City (1937), and The Magician Out of
Manchuria (written around 1943, but not published until 1976), but they don't work quite as
well as Circus, which I highly recommend. A
number of Finney's short stories were also collected in a small paperback, The Ghosts of
Manacle (1964). What Finney did exceptionally
well is to imbue the American southwest with
fantasy, and his style is of a very wry sort. And
oddly, though Finney is considered a fantasist,
I don't really think an interest in fantasy was
the primary impulse behind his writing.
Rather, Finney was a naturalist, a man primarily interested in the world around him, but he
was a naturalist with a considerable imagination that he freely exercised. This naturalistic
impulse is most apparent in Finney's one nonfantastic novel, a truly excellent book entitled

Past the End of the Pavement (1939). This semiautobiographical novel concerns two young
boys growing up in Missouri in the early part
of this century, and tells of their adventures in
the wilds outside of their small town, just past
where the pavement of the town ends, and the
natural landscape begins.
To turn to some less known names, I want
to give a special recommendation here to two
novels by the Irish writer, Mervyn Wall (19081997). Both The Unfortunate Fursey (1946) and
its sequel, The Return of Fursey (1948), deserve
to be placed next to TH. White on the shelf.
These books are quasi-historical fantasies, set
in tenth century Ireland. They center on a
rather inept monk named Fursey, who is chosen by the Devil as his bridgehead into the
monastery of Clonmacnoise. Fursey resists, but
his fellow monks decide the best way to keep
out the Devil is to expel Fursey, and so begins
Fursey's fantastical adventures. Before he
knows it, Fursey is married to a witch, and
soon after is put on trial for sorcery, where he is
defended by the Devil himself. Both novels
were issued in one volume as The Complete
Fursey (1985). And Wall's short stories are
worth digging up as well. They are collected in
A Flutter of Wings (1974).
An older book I would highly recommend
is The Twilight of the Gods and Other Tales (1888,
expanded 1903) by Richard Garnett (18351906), who was for many years the head of the
Reading Room of the British Museum.
Garnett's immense knowledge was legendary,
and in his short stories (the only fiction in his
enormous output) he played with this erudition to create some of the most casually learned
and subtly ironic stories to be found in fantasy
literature. The stories frequently focus on the
various weaknesses of human nature like
hypocrisy, greed and selfishness, and are set in
ancient or legendary times, but they differ from
those of Lord Dunsany in having a much more
modem style. The twenty-eight stories in the
expanded edition were written over many
years, and contemporary admirers of the book
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included Algernon Swinburne, HG. Wells, and
Oscar Wilde.
A near contemporary of Garnett's who had
a comparatively slim output was Clemence
Housman (1861-1955), the sister of two other
writers, Laurence and A.E. Housman.
Oemence was by profession a wood-engraver,
and she illustrated a number of beautiful volumes in the 1890s, including some interesting
collections of original fairy-tales by her brother
Laurence. But Clemence, whose work has long
languished in the shadow of her more famous
brothers, has been called (without exaggeration) perhaps the most talented of the three
writers in her family. Her first story, The WereWolf (published in a periodical in 1890, and in
book form in 1896, with illustrations by her
brother Laurence) is one of the very best werewolf stories, an explicitly Christian allegory
written in a very fine and elevated style. Her
second novel, The Unknawn Sea (1898), also
deals with Clemence's usual themes of
redemption and in this story the hero (also
named "Christian", as in The Were-Wolf) sets
himself the task of saving the soul of a seawitch. But it is her third and final novel, on
which she labored for more than a dozen years,
which is her greatest achievement. It is called
The Life of Sir Aglovale de Galis (1905), and it is a
psychological reconstruction of the life of a
minor character from Sir Thomas Malory's Le
Morte D'Arthur. It tells the inner story of the
spiritual evolution of a rogue. It is a very rare
book, I'm sorry to say, and never had an
American edition. One admirer of the book, the
mystery writer Ellis Peters, selected it as one of
her favorite books saying that it was ''by far the
finest work on an Arthurian theme since
Malory"-and with this approbation I completely agree. Peters continued: "I know of
nothing in literature more intense, nor of an
intensity so held in control. Hard to come by,
and I wouldn't part with my copy for a fortune.
I read it almost every year and still find something newly enlightening."
Another very unusual book I would like to

cems a young woman's obsession with a
neighbor who carves miniature human figures
that become animated and steal the vitality of
their human models. Sarban's works are
presently enjoying an overdue revival, as a
small British publisher Tartarus Press has reissued The Doll Maker, and an omnibus of The
Sound of His Horn and an excellent previously
unpublished Saharan fantasy The King of the
lAke is due out later this year.
To close with a few more American writers,
the name of Evangeline Walton (the pen-name
of Wilna Evangeline Ensley, 1907-1996) is mostly remembered for her excellent series of four
books reworking the Welsh Mabiogion, The
Virgin and the Swine (1936; retitled The Island of
the Mighty in 1970); The Children of Uyr (1971);
The Song of Rhiannon (1972); and The Prince of
Annwn (1974). These works appeared in the
Ballantine Adult Fantasy series, and were
steady sellers through the 1970s, even though
they have floated in and out of print since.
Here I would like to call attention to two of her
other books. The Witch House (1945) was her
second novel, her only major excursion into the
Gothic tale, and it tells of a New England house
and the evil therein that is reaching out to possess a young girl. This was one of the first original novels published by August Derleth's
Arkham House. (A little known fact about this
book is that Walton expanded the story for the
British edition, adding about fifty pages of an
introductory prologue-this was published by
Skeffington in 1951.) The real hidden gem in
her oeuvre is The Cross and the Sword (1956; vt.
Sons of Darkness), which tells of a Viking,
Sweyn Haraldsson, who comes to Anglo-Saxon
England, and of his long road to a new religion.
The historical detail in this novel is brilliant, and
the book is highly recommended. Walton also
wrote a number of very interesting short stories,
but unfortunately these remain uncollected.
My final author to recommend is Leonard
Cline (1893-1929). During his short and tragic
life, he published only three novels, each of
which are very different in scope and content.

recommend is Flower Phantoms (1926) by
Ronald Fraser (1888-1974). Fraser was a moderately prolific writer, and I can't say that his
books are of a uniformly high quality, but some
of his earliest novels are very interesting.
Flower Phantoms, his third novel, is a marvellous work. It tells the story of a young girl who
is a botanical student at Kew Gardens in
London. This girl has a strange imaginative
insight into the world of the plants, and various unusual transferences take place between
people and flowers. The young girl's maturation occurs when she spends a night in the garden in the arms of a giant orchid, which she has
come to see as a symbol for a lover. Fraser, later
Sir Ronald Fraser, worked for the British government in various capacities in England and
abroad.
Another British diplomat with a penchant
for fantasy was John W. Wall (1910-1989), who
wrote under the pseudonym "Sarban". As
Sarban he published only three books in the
early 1950s, and these volumes contain
between them only three novellas and six short
stories. The novellas, which give the books
their titles, are the most important works, and
include Ringstones (1951), The Sound of His Horn
(1952), and The Doll Maker (1953). Ringstones
tells the story of a young woman who is sent to
tutor some foreign children at a house in the
remote Northumberland moors, where she
begins to have very real visions of a remote
past where the young boy she is looking after is
a tyrannical prince. The development of the
story is subtle, and Roman ruins around the
house, and the older, nearby standing stones
which hint of fairies and fairy-rings, add a
strong verisimilitude to the story. The Sound of
His Horn is another first-rate tale. It is a timeslip story, where a British soldier of World War
II escapes a prison-camp only to learn that it is
now about one hundred years after the Nazis
have won the war. He finds himself at some
sort of feudal German estate, where the Master
Forester lives, whose fanatical passion is to
hunt humans as his prey. The Doll Maker con-
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His superlative first novel, God Head (1925), is
It is difficult to close here without mentionnot explicitly fantastic but it is mythopoeic. It ing a few other peculiar but worthwhile books,
concerns a man, Paulus Kempf, who, after try- like Hope Mirrlees's Lud-in-the-Mist (1926),
ing to agitate a strike among the coal-miners of Joseph O'Neill's Wind from the North (1934),
the upper peninsula of Michigan, flees for his and Ella Young's Celtic Wonder Tales (1910). Or
life, chased by the authorities. As he loses his without mentioning some other authors I have
strength, he stumbles upon a small settlement found great pleasure in reading, from Austin
of Finnish people living on the shores of Lake Tappan Wright to James Branch Cabell,
Superior. They take him in, and as he regains Algernon Blackwood to Arthur Machen, and
his strength, he seeks a new role for humanity William Hope Hodgson to H.P. Lovecraft. But
in the merciless exercising of his will. His here I begin to stray into the realm of supernatactions are skillfully blended and interwoven ural horror, even though the boundaries
with stories from the Kalevala, and the book is a between good fantasy and good weird fiction
very powerful tragedy, in the lofty Greek sense are very unclear and arbitrary. Still, that subject
of the word. Cline's second novel, Listen, Moon! would need another article to do it justice, and
(1926), is a much lighter work. It tells of a that is beyond the scope of the present essay.
recently widowed elderly Professor of Classics
at Johns Hopkins who rediscovers a youthful
© 1999 Douglas A. Anderson
zeal for life and who, after stealing a ship, goes
pirating down the Chesapeake. Cline's third
novel, The Dark Chamber (1927), returns to the
high mode of God Head. It concerns a man who
tries to recapture the lost moments of his life
through the abnormal stimulation of memory
by smells, music, and (later) drugs, until he
taps into hereditary memory. It is also a burlesque of many Gothic tropes-the mad
scientist, here named Richard Pride, his dog
Tod (the German word for
death), the obsequious
servant, and the witch/
vampiress wife, all set
in a crumbling mansion called Mordance
Hall in the Palisades
above New York City.
Nothing overtly supernatural happens in the
book, but the atmosphere of -- _
a brooding horror is sustained from the first para,.,. !/>"' .JI, · .· ·
graph to the end of the book,
. ~
'1Ji,. and it is remarkable as well that (
· -~
it is written entirely in beautiful and,.
--· ."
,, ·•
1
cadenced prose. A Cline revival is long
•
~,.~• ,-,, · ·
overdue.
~ ~ A"
.&-fjf:IA
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MythMoot Pro5ram
The Growth of Fantasy Languages:
Dunsany to Le Guin

Papers

Dorothea Salo
When the topic turns to writers who have
invented languages for their works of fantasy,
J.R.R. Tolkien is inevitably the first name mentioned. Tolkien is, however, neither the first nor
the last fantasist to invent language, from isolated forms to entire linguistic systems. This
talk will address two unquestionably gifted but
very different language inventors: Lord
Dunsany and Ursula K. Le Guin. Dunsany
exemplifies the linguistically naive inventor
whose talent for arranging sound allowed the
creation of a consistent and memorable phonological system. Le Guin's work demonstrates that a knowledge of linguistics is an
enormous aid in the creation of believable
fantasy languages.

Dinosaurs in Fiction
William A.S. Sarjeant
... extensively illustrated with images of
drawings and dustwrappers ...

"Chivalry'' and "Anti-Olivalry" in

Farmer Giles of Ham and The Lord of the Rings
Stan Pelkey
Tolkien's literary creations are dependent
upon many features of imaginative medieval
literatur~ - the quest, the presence of the supernatural m the natural order, the magical heirloom, and the veneration of the lady. Yet statements made by characters in both The Lord of
the Rings and Fanner Giles of Ham suggest the
possibility of an authorial anti-chivalric stance.
This stance may distinguish Tolkien's work in a
significant way from the literary products of
the Middle Ages.

In The Ringmaker's Hand, Revisited
Mike Foster
A revision of a paper presented in 1987 at
the first combined Tolkien Society /Mythopoeic
Society conference in Milwaukee. That presentation included 43 slides of various manuscript
pages, typescript pages, illustrations, etc. from
the Marquette University archives. This revision incorporates all that scholars have discovered about the history of the creation and revision of Middle-Earth that has been published
in the volumes of The History of Middle-earth.

Eleanor Arnason's "Ring of Swords"
David Lenander

Fantasy Themes in Non-Fantasy Cinema
lim Callahan

This multi-media presentation will focus on
the use of certain motifs from mythic and fan~sy literatui:e in selected non-fantasy movies.
Films that will be examined will include works
by Kurosawa, Dead Poets Society and Picnic at

Hanging Rock.

'

.Karhu, Doolittle, and Bothvar Bjarki:
A Werebear's Family Tree

Frodo & Samwise: Paradigms?

John Rateliff
The figure of Beom is one of the most elusive in Tolkien's Middle-earth. This paper
looks at his literary antecedents, both within
Tolkien's earlier writings (The Father Christmas
Letters, Mr. Bliss) and from other authors

Mike Foster
Tw~ new f?ursomes strode to pop culture
pre-errunence m the Sixties: The Beatles and
J.R.R Tolkien'~ hobbits. Sometimes light-hearted,
sometimes senous, this paper will show the parallels between the pleasures and perils as well as
th~ sentiments and the values of both groups. It
~l also compare and contrast their continuing
influence on literature, music, and film.

(Beowulf, The Story of Doctor Doolittle, Hrolf
Kraki's Saga). I focus particularly on the legends
surrounding the Viking hero Bothvar Bjarki.
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King Arthur 'Ute': Dilution of Mythic Elements
in Arthurian Film

The Road Goes Ever On: Song Cycles
Based on the Works of Robert Louis Stevenson
and /.R.R. Tolkien

Eleanor M. Farrell
The legend of King Arthur, as it exists
today, is enormously complex, incorporated
from a myriad of sources and extrapolated into
a variety of media. This paper will discuss the
use of Arthurian themes, characters and settings in films, from early silent movies through
the adventure films of the 1950s, and including
such diverse modern treatments as Monty
Python and the Holy Grail, The Fisher King, and
the 1999 television Merlin miniseries. The main
focus will be on the treabnent of the Arthurian
myth and its elements in recent films.

Anita Gorman
This paper will examine two song cycles
based on poems about the journey: Songs of
Travel, Ralph Vaughan Williams' settings of
poems by Robert Louis Stevenson; and The
Road Goes Ever On, Donald Swann's songs
based on poems of J.R.R. Tolkien. Stevenson
traveled widely and was living in Samoa when
he died in his forty-fourth year. Tolkien, on the
other hand, traveled little, except in the land of
the imagination, though he was born in South
Africa and served in France in World War I.
The focus of this presentation will be on the
songs that begin and end the two cycles, their
themes and images, and the ways in which the
two composers have made melody, harmony,
and lyric an organic whole.

Lewis and the Gre.at War
Phil Kaveny

Maps of Desire
Dwayne Thorpe
Tolkien's maps are neither ornamental nor
dictated by plot considerations. Rather, they
play a major role in revealing the conceptual
and spiritual layout of Middle-earth and Arda.
Tolkien's great achievement-his ability to
draw the reader into active participation in the
creation of a secondary reality-is materially
aided by his maps. That participation, which in
tum gives an extraordinary depth and intensity to Tolkien's fiction, reveals his maps as
interpretive guides to the reader's inner experience. In effect, we believe in Tolkien's world
because we want it to exist; we want it to exist
because it seems to offer primal satisfactions,
both emotional and intellectual; and we can
understand those primal desires because they
have been mapped out for us. Tolkien's maps
are visual models of our desires: models which
reveal both the desires and their implications.

Sheri Tepper's Fantasy Fiction
Janice M. Bogstad

Surprised by the Word "Joy": C.S. Lewis's
Linguistic and Symbolic Attachments to "Joy"
Fernando J. Soto
In this paper I will outline and analyse
Lewis' interesting relationship to the idea of
Joy and the word "Joy". I will first outline the
most superficial connections which Lewis
tended to make explicit for his readers, and
then will identify much more deeply buried
linguistic connections. After outlining these
connections I will proceed to analyse the symbolic, "magical", and supernatural aspects of
the word "Joy" as it relates to Lewis' works and
life. Ultimately, I hope that this presentation
will give an interesting insight regarding the
power that this key word-"Joy"-held for
Lewis, and how the very word may have
shaped not only parts of his work but also parts
of his life.

Pastoral Farming in the Shire:
A Speculation about Locations
William A.S. Sarjeant
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Symbolic Expression & umguage in
Tolkien's Middle-earth

Top Ten Rejected Plot Twists from

Phil Coffman
This paper deals with the way in which linguistic elements shaped the form of Tolkien's
characters. Using a definition of myth that
draws on philosophical and anthropological
sources, the languages that fed his imagination
will be examined. At the same time, the influence of these languages on the unfolding of
individual character traits and relations will be
looked at.

Tolkien's Application of Historical Unguistics
to the Elvish languages
David Salo
All languages have gone through a long
process of development over time, extending
far back into prehistory. In his elvish languages
(especially Quenya and Sindarin, but also others), Tolkien attempted to imitate the processes
of divergence between originally related but
later geographically separated languages, and
of diachronic change in isolated languages.
Many of the linguistic changes witnessed in
Elvish can be shown to have obvious parallels
in Eurasian (especially Indo-European) languages. This paper will examine some of these
parallels in the light of Tolkien's theory of
phonaesthetics and his expressed preferences
for certain language-types and styles. The
paper will show that Tolkien clearly aimed for
specific results when developing his languages, and examine some of his techniques
for achieving those goals.

The Lord of the Rings
David Bratman
Somewhere on a Usenet archive, there is a
list with the same title as this paper. It was pretty funny, but an even funnier list could be
made from plot twists that were rejected not by
some latter-day humorist, but by J.R.R. Tolkien
himself: funnier both for their own sake, and
because Tolkien actually considered them. In
this hour we will hunt through the drafts preserved in The History of the Lord of the Rings for
some of those precious moments that were
authentically crossed out by their writer. We
will also consider why he rejected them. As our
Chairman (Richard C. West) has written, "H we
pick them out of the scrap heap it is only to
show how wise the author was to throw them
there."

What Is This Thing Called language?
Dorothea Salo

Panels
Fanner Giles of Ham: The 50th Anniversary
Douglas A. Anderson, Richard West
This panel will discuss Tolkien's story
Farmer Giles of Ham on the fiftieth anniversary
of its first publication. Its place in Tolkien's
oeuvre will be considered, along with some
discussion of its writing and early history.

Hidden Meanings in the Works of George
MacDonald, Lewis Ca"oll, and C. S. Lewis

Fernando J. Soto, Ted Sherman
There are many types of affinities among
some of the best known fantasy writers in the
English tradition, namely MacDonald, Carroll
and Lewis. This may be because of the similar
backgrounds and interests of the individuals
involved. MacDonald and Carroll not only collectively managed to hide the dialectal meanings of some of the same key words within
their most famous stories, but they were also
using some of the same key words! Their

Tolkien the Borrower:
Mardor and Blauwildebeestfontein
Greg Rihn
This paper deals with very strong thematic
and other elements (including maps) that occur
in both John Buchan's adventure novel Prester
John and in The Lord of the Rings. Tolkien is
known to have read Buchan and to have borrowed incidents from other writers (such as the
tale of Turin Turambar).
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shared linguistic system is very similar to
Lewis'. The hidden meanings of "Namia" and
"Ransom", and how these meanings function
in Lewis' stories, will be revealed.

"His Dark Materials" :
Where Can Pullman Go From Here?
Janice M. Bogstad, Richard West,
Ted Sherman, Verlyn Flieger (moderator)
Philip Pullman has written two theologically complex fantasy novels that have received
much attention-The Golden Compass and The
Subtle Knife. This panel will explore what possible approaches could take in the third volume
to resolve issues and questions raised earlier in
the series.

I Want My MTV: Millennial Themes
in Contemporary Television
Berni Phillips,Joan Marie Verba, Arden
Smith, Edith L Crowe, Eleanor M. Farrell
(moderator)
A discussion of the abundance of supernatural themes in current television programs,
from vampires to deals with the devil. Is the
upcoming millennial anniversary causing this
resurgence? And how do these programs handle the occult, religion, impending world
destruction and other upbeat themes? (Hey, at
least they're better than soap operas or lame
sitcoms .... )

with will be the other part of this important
passage: "So upon logic was founded the nonsense that displays itself in the tales and rhymes
of Lewis Carroll. If men really could not distinguish between frogs and men, fairy stories
about frog-kings would not have arisen."

Tolkien Fandom, Clubs, and Fanzines
Nancy Martsch, Gary Hunnewell,
John Houghton, Glen GoodKnight
What is Tolkien fandom? What are fan
activities? How does one go about starting a
club, or publishing a magazine? Gary
Hunnewell, founder of the New England
Tolkien Society and editor of Ravenhill; John
Houghton, Duke of Numenor, founder of the
Restored Kingdoms of Amor and Gondor and
editor of Chronicles of the Restoration; Nancy
Martsch, founder of the Tolkien Special Interest
Group of American Mensa and editor of Beyond
Bree; and Glen GoodKnight, founder of the
Mythopoeic Society and editor of Myth/ore, will
share their experiences with the audience.

Tolkien, Roman Catholicism, and the
Binningham Oratory
Adam Schwartz, Matt Fisher, Mike Foster,
Nancy Martsch (moderator)
].R.R. Tolkien was a devout Roman
Catholic. How did his Catholic beliefs influence his work, and, more specifically, what was
the culture and the practice of Roman
Catholicism in the England of Tolkien's day?
The panel will also discuss the Birmingham
Oratory, a religious community where Tolkien
worshipped as a boy.

The Reality of Fantasy and the Logic of Nonsense:
An Analysis of Tolkien's Theory of Fairy Stories
Verlyn Flieger and Fernando J. Soto
This panel will attempt to evaluate
Tolkien's general theory regarding what constitutes "real" fairy stories. Panelists will closely
analyse some of Tolkien's insights into the
nature of certain types of stories in 'On Fairy
Stories.' This discussion will deal with, among
other things, what Tolkien meant by the statement "For creative fantasy is founded upon
the hard recognition that things are so in the
world as it appears under the sun; on a recognition of fact, but not slavery to it." Also dealt

Guest ol Honor Talks
Episodes in the Life of a Scholar/Researcher:
Rediscovering Snergs, Excavating Obscure
Dead Authors, and Pleasant Encounters
with Nonagenarians
Douglas A. Anderson
In essence, this talk is the long answer to the
question of why Douglas A. Anderson does
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what he does----delving into arcane subjects like
Tolkien's revisions to The Hobbit and The Lord of
the Rings; reading long out-of-print books by
authors that few have even heard of, let alone
bothered to read; and then locating these
authors' friends and relatives. It covers anecdotally some interesting developments from his
research on Tolkien, his work on other less
well-known writers like E.A. Wyke-Smith
(author of The Maroellous Land of Snergs) and
the Welsh fantasist Kenneth Morris, and on
how Anderson went about getting their writings in print again.

Tolkien Fandom: Where We've Come From,
Where We'll Go
S. Gary Hunnewell
This talk will look at Tolkien fandom's rich
history, its highs and lows, and what makes it
go. In addition, the challenges to be faced by
Tolkien fandom in the future will be explored.

Creating Art for a Tolkien Perfectionist

of these various illustrations appeared in The
Annotated Hobbit, and interspersed through this
slide-show, which follows sequentially the
story-line of The Hobbit, will be comments on
the process of annotation and on the specifics
of annotating J.R.R. Tolkien's classic tale.
Reading: The Archdruid
The first ever public reading of this short
fantasy play by Kenneth Morris, similar in style
and content to Morris's published tales. It was
probably written in the 1910s, but not published
until 1931, six years before Morris's death. The
play begins in a small cottage near the mountain of the Gods, where an old woman curses
the present Archdruid, who usurped the position many years ago and has led the small country into war. As the country is defeated, some
people flee to the cottage in search of escape,
and at the same time, the Archdruid comes to
find his destiny with the Gods.
Reading: Farmer Giles of Ham
Gregory Rihn (well known at various conventions for his readings from the works of
G.K. Chesterton and Fritz Leiber, among others) reads Tolkien's tale of Farmer Giles aloud,
in honor of its anniversary.

Sylvia Hunnewell
The trials and tribulations of illustrating
Tolkien with a husband who worries about
where the sun casts its shadow will be
described. In addition, an explanation will be
given of Hildifons Took's 'Bent Blade of Grass'
theory.

St. Cecilia's Day 1963 (a Play)
On 22 November 1963, C.S. Lewis died in
Oxford, John F. Kennedy was shot in Dallas,
and Aldous Huxley died on acid in California.
St. Cecelia, whose patron day is this, perforce
must decide as replacement for an indisposed
St. Peter, which of the three goes to Purgatory,
which to Hell, and which to Heaven; original
script copyright 1998 Fish Tunas by Mike
Foster with Jan Long

Other Events
Art of Ted Nasmith
Ted Nasmith
Slideshow and talk about the recently published Illustrated Silmarillion, plus some new
work Ted has done in the past two years

111ustrating and Annotating The Hobbit
Douglas A. Anderson
An extensive slide-show of professional
illustrations that have been made for The Hobbit
over the years, in special editions and foreign
translations, along with illustrations for the
story made by Tolkien himself. A small number

The Not-Ready-for-Mythcon Players
An anticipated (or dreaded) Mythcon tradition, the Not-Ready-for-Mythcon Players will
again be not ready to perform at Bree Moot
4/Mythcon XXX. As the proto-production for
this troupe was staged eleven years ago during
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the 1987 Mythopoeic Conference masquerade,
held at Marquette University, we are delighted
to return to Milwaukee with a decade of experience in the imaginative use of sheets, popular
culture, and generally looking foolish in front
of an audience.

Hunnewell is Secretary of State of the
Kingdoms, with the title of Viscount Tookland,
while GoH Sylvia Hunnewell, Viscountess
Tookland, is Mayor of the City of Caras
Anduinad, the group's St. Louis chapter.

Procession
Discussion: 1999 Mythopoeic Fantasy Awards

Following a Mythcon tradition, Saturday
morning's activities begin with a Procession.
Individuals gather under the heraldic banners
of the Society and its discussion groups. All
attendees are welcome to participate by wearing medieval, Renaissance, or ethnic garb, and
by carrying banners of their own design.

Sponsor: Butterbur's Woodshed
Join the members of the Society's apa (discussion group in writing) to discuss the nominees for the 1999 Mythopoeic Fantasy and
Scholarship Awards, before the winners are
announced at the Banquet. We encourage all
Society members to participate in the awards
process-find out the details here!

Bardic Circles
The Bardic Circles are a long-time Mythcon
tradition, a round-robin orgy of poetry and
songs which can go on 'till the wee hours.
Gather together your favorite short lyrics,
poems and stories, and join fellow singers,
musicians and storytellers on Friday and
Saturday evenings.

Second Annual Mythcon Book Toss
Sponsor: Khazad-diim Discussion Group
In what we hope is a new Mythcon tradition, the Khazad-dum (San Francisco Bay Area)
discussion group sponsors our Second Annual
Mythcon Book Toss. 1his is your opportunity
literally to throw against the wall, in public,
that book you've always been longing to dispose of in that manner. But first, you must
explain why the book drives you to this action.
And since one person's trash is another's treasure, the books tossed will be available, at the
discretion of the tosser, for others readier to
give them house room.

Masquerade
Our traditional costume competition is one
of the highlights of the conference. Costumes
related to any aspect of myth and fantasy are
eligible. Effort, ingenuity, and craftsmanship
will be recognized with appropriate prizes.

Banquet
Council-General of The Kingdoms of
Condor and Arnor in Exile

A festive dinner on Sunday evening is followed by Gary Hunnewell's guest of honor
speech and the presentation of the Mythopoeic
Society Fantasy and Scholarship Awards. Bree
Moots have a tradition of a special dessert as
part of the banquet.

The Kingdoms of Gondor and Amor are a
Tolkien fan group, developed at Harvard
University in the 1970's, and devoted to the
proposition of restoring the twin kingdoms of
the Dunedain as a modem state. Over the
years, this project of restoration has produced
a governmental system, legislation, elaborate
ceremonies and a curious assortment of costumes. The Council-General is the Kingdoms'
annual parliament. Mythcon XXX/Bree Moot 4
will be the first time that the Council-General
has met east of the Alleghenies. GoH Gary

Art Show
All forms of original art by our favorite
artist attendees will be on display. Don't miss
guest of honor Sylvia Hunnewell's new efforts
(including a special surprise), as well as pieces
by Ted Nasmith, Paula DiSante, and more!
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The Goblin Market
Sponsor: Beyond Bree
Running out of storage space for that Tolkien/fantasy collection? Maybe you've got some duplicate items, or would just
like to share your bounty with other Tolkien fans? Come to
Beyond Bree's Goblin Market. There you can sell your fantasyrelated goods and buy from other fans. A $3 donation (which
goes to Beyond Bree) gets you a seller's table. Or you can donate
your goods directly to the Beyond Bree sales table. Expect, in
addition to Beyond Bree publications (back issues, calendars, etc)
to find original artwork, Tolkien review books from Houghton
Mifflin, foreign fan material, and other goodies ... plus YOUR
contributions.

Mythopoeic Society Auction
Pick up a book, poster, or other treasure; bid on rare and outof-print items of interest to scholars and fantasy readers.

Dealers' Room
Books both rare and new, hard to find copies of Mythopoeic
Society publications, racks of fantasy attire and merchandise
will be displayed for sale in the dealers' room.

Golfimbul
One of Gary Hunnewell's most illustrious accomplishments
has been the revival of this hobbitic sport, with ever-new variations such as Golfimbowling... watch for suspicious characters
carrying baseball bats, stuffed rabbits, and doll heads ....
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The J.R.R. Tolkien Collection
at the Marquette Universit1:1 Archives
he collection of John Ronald Reuel Tolkien
(1892-1973), professor of Old and Middle
English language and literature at Oxford
University, 1925-1959, contains the original
manuscripts and multiple working drafts for
three of the author's most celebrated books,
The Hobbit (1937), Fanner Giles of Ham (1949),
and The Lord of the Rings (1954-1955), as well as
the original copy of the children's book Mr.
Bliss (published in facsimile form in 1982). The
collection includes books by and about Tolkien,
periodicals produced by Tolkien enthusiasts,
audio and video recordings, and a host of published and unpublished materials relating to
Tolkien's life and fantasy writings.
Tolkien manuscripts reside at Marquette
because of the vision of William B. Ready
(1914-1981), director of libraries from 1956 to
1%3. Ready was appointed with the understanding that he would aggressively collect
material for the newly-constructed Memorial
Library. He recognized The Lord of the Rings as
a masterpiece soon after its publication, long
before the work and its author gained enormous popularity. With administrative
approval, Ready approached Tolkien in 1956
through Bertram Rota, a well-known rare book
dealer in London. At the time, no other institution had expressed an interest in Tolkien's literary manuscripts. After a relatively brief period
of negotiation, an agreement was reached
whereby Marquette purchased the manuscripts for £1,500 (or less than $5,000). The first
shipment of material arrived in 1957; The Lord
of the Rings manuscripts arrived the next year.
The original manuscripts represent the
heart of the collection. They include holograph
renderings (manuscripts in the hand of the
author), various sets of typescripts with corrections by Tolkien, and page proofs or galley
sheets, also with corrections in the hand of the
author. The manuscripts for The Lord of the
Rings, 1938-1955, consist of 7,125 leaves (9,250

pages). Included are an advance proof copy of
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The Return of the King, printed maps of Middleearth, dust jackets from the original Houghton
Mifflin edition, several drafts of a rejected
"Epilogue," and manuscript fragments from
The Silmarillion (1977). Drawings and sketches,
often in preliminary form in the margin of the
text, can be found throughout the handwritten
manuscripts. Linguistic and philological notes
relating to Tolkien's invented languages also
appear in the manuscripts, often on the verso
of the main text. The documents reflect an
extraordinary creative process; as many as 18
drafts exist for a single chapter.
The Hobbit manuscripts, 1930-1937, which
consist of 1,048 leaves (1,586 pages), include a
holograph version, corrected typescripts, three
sets of page proofs with the author's corrections, a water-color rendering by Tolkien of the
dust jacket used by Allen and Unwin, printed
maps with corrections, a watercolor of trolls
and Collum by German artist Horus Engels,
and the original copy of "Thror's Map." Most
of the early holograph is a continuous text with
no chapter divisions. The manuscripts for
Farmer Giles of Ham, ca. 1930-1938, 1948-1949,
comprising 173 leaves (201 pages), include a
holograph, typescripts with corrections, and
galley sheets with corrections. Mr. Bliss, ca.
1928-1932, includes 39 leaves (61 pages). In
addition to the finished booklet which is 50
pages in length, separate " preliminary" drawings and jottings exist. The manuscript is in
Tolkien's calligraphic hand, illustrated
throughout with ink and colored pencil drawings. Galley sheets and an advance proof copy
of the 1982 facsimile edition complete the primary holdings.
Marquette is developing a significant collection of Tolkien's published works, as well as a
representative selection of critical literature on
Tolkien's fantasy and academic writings. The
book collection contains over 300 volumes. The
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collection of periodicals produced by Tolkien
enthusiasts has grown to over 35 titles. Other
literature, some in foreign languages, consists
of book reviews, obituaries, press clippings,
journal and anthology articles, dissertations,
studies of Elvish languages, conference
announcements and programs, auction sale
notices, and exhibit catalogs, as well as unpublished scholarly papers and essays. Also included are poems and songs, dramatiz.ations, sketches and paintings, calendars, games and puzzles,
and teaching materials, in addition to audio
recordings of readings and radio adaptations
and video recordings of movie adaptations and
commemorative documentaries.
Generous bequests and gifts of books,
research papers, and other secondary material
by Tolkien scholars and collectors have contributed immeasurably to the holdings at
Marquette. Taum J.R. Santoski (1958-1991)
served for ten years as a volunteer staff member and Tolkien "scholar in residence." In this
capacity he studied the original manuscripts
intensively, initiated public conferences and
exhibits, lectured to Marquette students and
visiting classes, and assisted countless
researchers. His bequest includes 200 books,
dozens of periodicals, copies of Tolkien's academic publications, and notes on the manuscripts, particularly linguistic texts in The l.md
of the Rings. S. Gary Hunnewell, a student of
Tolkien "fandom" residing in Arnold,
Missouri, is building an inclusive collection of
all periodicals produced by Tolkien enthusiasts. It contains many early U.S. and foreign
titles, including obscure publications from eastern Europe, as well as selected issues of general fantasy and science fiction "fanzines" relating to Tolkien. The collection is being loaned to
~arquette with detailed bibliographic descriptions and indexing for microfilming on a continuing basis.
In 1982 Dr. Richard E. Blackwelder donated
to Marquette his growing collection of
Tolkieniana. Remarkably comprehensive in
scope, the Blackwelder Collection is believed to
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be the largest single body of secondary sources
on Tolkien ever to be developed. The value of
the collection is greatly enhanced by a welldefined scheme of arrangement and description. Detailed bibliographic information is provided for each item which has been acquired or
identified, in conjunction with extensive indexing. A growing library contains many editions
and printings of Tolkien's books, including
nearly all printings of the Ballantine paperbacks. In 1987 Dr. Blackwelder established the
Tolkien Archives Fund at the university to provide support for the acquisition and preservation of Tolkien research material in the
Department of Special Collections.
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History 0£ Beyond Bree
ensa is an international society for people of high-IQ measured by a score
within the top two percentile on standardized IQ tests. Mensa itself takes no official
position on any subject, holds no opinions. It
exists to provide an opportunity for intelligent
people to meet one another. But within Mensa
are many subgroups devoted to particular subjects, Special Interest Groups or S.I.G.s. Beyond
Bree is the newsletter of the Tolkien Special
Interest Group of American Mensa. Here's how
it came about.
In mid-1980 I wrote to a Tolkien S.I.G.
advertised in the Mensa Bulletin. Receiving no
reply, I contacted the S.I.G.s Officer, volunteering to help if the Tolkien S.I.G. needed
assistance. The answer came back, "Congratulations, you're the new Tolkien S.I.G. coordinator!" So I waited a while, hoping that
some member of the former group would come
forward to tell me what they had done, but
none came, so I finally started a newsletter on
my own. The first issue of Tolkien S.I.G. News
was published March 1981. It consisted of three
pages. By June we had grown to six, count'em,
six! paying members. In September of that year
we had the first oversize issue (10 pages) to
mark the Birthday, a tradition which continued
off and on for many years before being discontinued because of shipping delays overseas.
The name was chosen from a name-thenewsletter contest. Readers submitted titles,
and voted for their choice. Beyond Bree was proposed to reflect the Hobbit saying "Strange as
news from Bree, not sure as Shire talk"-the
title "News from Bree" belonged to another
newsletter at that time, hence could not be
used. "Beyond Bree" suggests not only
Tolkien's world, but the world of fantasy
beyond-Bree and beyond. Anyway it won
with two votes. Our first masthead was
designed by Nancy Martsch. The current
Beyond Bree logo was drawn by Tom Loback in
December 1988.

M
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Beyond Bree has grown from the original six
subscribers to over one hundred; the subscription list averages around 115. We have members in the United States and 15 foreign countries. Beyond Bree exchanges with other Tolkien
newsletters in the United States and Europe,
goes to Christopher Tolkien, and is preserved
in the archives of Marquette University in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the Wade Collection of
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois, and the
Bodleian Library of Oxford, England. It is cited
in the bibliography of The Annotated Hobbit. We
have produced eight Tolkien calendars, three of
which are still available. Reprints of every back
issue are available. To celebrate the Tolkien
centenary in 1992 we published List of
Tolkienalia and Basic Quenya, compiled from
bibliographical material and the Quenya
Language Lessons originally published in
Beyond Bree. Basic Quenya is now in its second
edition, sixth printing. It has been translated
into French and Polish, Spanish, Dutch, and
Czech, with others in preparation.
In 1994 we held our first convention, Bree
Moot, in Bettendorf, Iowa. The second was in
1995 in St. Louis, Missouri, the third in 1997 in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. This year we will celebrate our fourth Bree Moot in combination
with the 30th Annual Conference of the
Mythopoeic Society, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Nancy Martsch

What Is Bree Moot?
by Nancy Martsch
(used here by permission)

ree Moot is a conference sponsored by
the J.RR. Tolkien fan magazine Beyond
Bree. Beyond Bree has been published
monthly since March 1981, a record few fan
magazines can equal. Though small, it has subscribers in the USA and many foreign counmes,
exchanges with many European Tolkien societies, and is housed in various Tolkien archives.
But Beyond Bree subscribers were always too
widely scattered to meet in person. Until Ron
Hyde organized the first Bree Moot in his home
town of Bettendorf, Iowa. It was held in the
Abbey Hotel, a former monastery, over the
weekend of October 29-30, 1994. The festivities
included two feasts, a Great Cake, presentations by Gary Hunnewell, Christopher
Mitchell, Richard West, Michael Foster, and
others; videos of The Hobbit and The Lord of the
Rings, Middle-earth Role-Playing, an Art Show,
Goblin Market (flea market), Raffle and
Masquerade; and displays from Marquette,
Beyond Bree, and Ron's fanzine collection.
The second Bree Moot was sponsored by
Gary Hunnewell and John Houghton, Duke of
Numenor (of the Restored Kingdoms of Amor
and Gondor, a Tolkien fan group). It took place
in the Cheshire Inn & Lodge, a pseudoVictorian hotel in St. Louis, MO, on October 2829, 1995. Tom Shippey was Guest of Honor. The
Moot was preceded by a Reception at the home
of Gary and Sylvia Hunnewell, with quantities
of Hobbit food and Gary's Tolkien collection.
Then there were papers and panels, a Banquet
with Mock Dragon's Tail (presented by Sir
Gary and his Esquire Tristan), a Masquerade,
the Elvish Poetry Prize from Lisa Star (editor of
Tyalie Tyelellieva), a ceremony for the Restored
Kingdoms, a Tolkien video, and talk into the
wee hours. The next day included Golfimbul in
the park, the Goblin Market, and more papers.
Bree Moot 3 was a little different. It was
held in the spring, to coincide with a theamcal
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performance of The Hobbit in Minneapolis, MN,
on May 9-11, at the University of Minnesota
and nearby Radisson Hotel. On Friday there
were programs and displays at the Kerlan and
Children's Literature Research Collections in
the University Libraries, on Saturday a trip to
the Hobbit performance, and papers and panels
thereafter. The Guest of Honor was John
Rateliff, who is writing the history of The
Hobbit. The Banquet, Poetry Prize, Golfimbul,
Goblin Market were also part of Bree Moot 3.
As one can see, Bree Moots are similar to
Mythcons, but smaller-one-track programming, one meeting room, homemade food, etc.
.. . So this Bree Moot 4 combined with Mythcon
will be our biggest ever. But we hope to continue the tradition of good scholarship, good
friendship, and good fun in an informal atmosphere which has characterized previous Moots.

Beyond Bree
Beyond Bree is the newsletter of the Tolkien Special
Interest Group of American Mensa (Mensa is a
high-IQ society; it takes no position, espouses no
point of view). Subscriptions are open to all
lovers of Tolkien's Middle-earth, Mensan and
non-Mensan alike. Subscriptions cost $10 per year
(12 issues) in the USA, $13 overseas (sent surface
mail). Asample issue costs $1 plus SASE (overseas, $1.50 plus International Reply Coupon).
Make checks (in US dollars, please) payable
to:Nancy Martsch, P.O. Box 55372, Sherman Oaks,
CA 91413. Back issues are available.
Beyond Bree is published once a month. A typical issue is 12 pages long, contains short articles
on J.R.R. Tolkien and his works; reviews of books,
games, films, events by, about, or inspired by
J.R.R. Tolkien and his works, and general fantasy
which might be of interest to the Tolkien fan. Also
readers' views; fan publications, news, art, occasional poetry and puzzles. We seldom publish fiction. Since we are too widely scattered to meet in
person, Beyond Bree carries news of conventions
and gatherings where the Tolkien fan might find
others of similar interests. And, if readers have
questions about Tolkien or his works, we try to
answer them.

About The MlJthopoeic Socieilj
The Mythopoeic Society is a non-profit international literary and educational organization for the
study, discussion, and enjoyment of fantasy and mythic literature, especially the works of J.R.R
Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, and Charles Williams. The word "mythopoeic" means "mythmaking" or
"productive of myth." It is a word that fits well the fictional and mythic works of the three
authors, who were prominent members of an informal literary circle known as the Inklings, which
met in Oxford, England, between the 1930s and 1950.
Members of the Mythopoeic Society include scholars, writers, and readers of mythic and fantasy literature, scattered across the United States and around the world. The Society sponsors the
annual Mythopoeic Conference (Mythcon), discussion and special interest groups, the
Mythopoeic Awards, and three periodical publications.
Membership in the Society is $5 per year, which entitles the member to subscribe to the magazines at individual rates:
Mythprint, a monthly bulletin containing news, book reviews, columns, letters and information
on Society activities, is $12 per year (U.S.).
Myth/ore, a quarterly journal with articles on fantasy and mythic literature, is $15 per year.
The Mythic Circle, a thrice-yearly magazine of fiction and poetry, is $13 per year.
For more information, visit the Society's table at the conference or contact us via:
Edith L. Crowe, Corresponding Secretary
P.O. Box 320486
San Francisco, CA 94132-0486
E-mail: ecrowe@mail.sjsu.edu
Mythopoeic Society web site: www.mythsoc.org
Council of Stewards

Edith L. Crowe
Chair of the Council and Corresponding Secretary
Eleanor M. Farrell
Editor of Mythprint, Web Site Administrator
Mike Glyer
Recording Secretary
Glen GoodKnight
Editor of Mythlor
Lisa Deutsch Harrigan
Treasurere

Gwenyth Hood
Editor of The Mythic Circle
Ken Lauw
Membership Secretary
David Lenander
Secretary for Discussion Groups
Lee Speth
Manager of the Orders Department
Joan Marie Verba
Mythopoeic Press Secretary

Board of Advisors
Joe R. Christopher
Anne Osborn
Lyle Dorsett
Nancy-Lou Patterson
Gracia Fay Ellwood
Diana L. Paxson
Charles B. Elston
Richard L. Purtill
Charles Huttar
Rayner Unwin
Kathryn Lindskoog
Richard C. West
Edmund R. Meskys
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The Mythopoeic Awards
1994 The Kingdom of Kevin Malone by Suzy McKee
Chamas
1995 Owl in Love by Patrice Kindl
1996 The Crown of Dalemark by Diana Wynne Jones
1998 The Young Merlin trilogy by Jane Yolen

The Mythopoeic Awards are chosen each year ~y
committees composed of volunteer Mythopoe1c
Society members, and presented at Mythcon. The
award is a statuette of a seated lion, evoking Asian
from C.S. Lewis's Chronicles of Narnia.
The Fantasy Awards honor current fantasy
works " in the spirit of the Inklings," in two categories, adult and children's literature. The
Scholarship Awards honor works published during
the preceding three years that make a significant
contribution to scholarship about the Inklings and
the genres of myth and fantasy studies.
The years listed are those the award was presented. No awards were made in unlisted years.

Mythopoeic Scholarship Award
in Inklings Studies
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975

C.S. Kilby; Mary McDermott Shideler
Walter Hooper
Master of Middle-earth by Paul H . Kocher
C.S. Lewis, Mere Christian by Kathryn Lindskoog
C.S. Lewis: A Biography by Roger Lancelyn
Green and Walter Hooper
1976 Tolkien Criticism by Richard C. West; C.S.
Lewis, An Annotated Checklist by Joe R.
Christopher and Joan K. Ostling; Charles W.S.
Williams, A Checklist by Lois Glenn
1982 The Inklings by Humphrey Carpenter
1983 Companion to Narnia by Paul F. Ford
1984 The Road to Middle-earth by T.A. Shippey
1985 Reason and Imagination in C.S. Lewis by Peter J.
Schakel
1986 Charles Williams, Poet of Theology by Glen
Cavaliero
1987 J.R.R. Tolkien: Myth, Morality and Religion by
Richard Purtill
1988 C.S. Lewis -by Joe R. Christopher
1989 The Return of the Shadow by J.R.R. Tolkien,
edited by Christopher Tolkien
1990 The Annotated Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien, edited
by Douglas A. Anderson
1991 Jack: C.S. Lewis and His Times by George Sayer
1992 Word and Story in C.S. Lewis edited by Peter J.
Schakel and Charles A. Huttar
1993 Planets in Peril by David C. Downing
1994 J.R .R. Tolkien, A Descriptive Bibliography by
Wayne G . Hammond with the assistance of
Douglas A. Anderson
1995 C.S. Lewis in Context by Doris T. Myers
1996 J.R.R. Tolkien, Artist & Illustrator by Wayne G.
Hammond and Christina Scull
1997 The Rhetoric of Vision edited by Charles A.
Huttar and Peter J. Schakel
1998 A Question of Time: /.R.R. Tolkien's Road to
Faerie by Verlyn Flieger

Mythopoeic Fantasy Award
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991

The Crystal Cave by Mary Stewart
Red Moon and Black Mountain by Joy Chant
The Song of Rhiannon by Evangeline Walton
The Hollow Hills by Mary Stewart
A Midsummer Tempest by Poul Anderson
Unfinished Tales by J.R.R. Tolkien
Little, Big by John Crowley
The Firelings by Carol Kendall
When Voiha Wakes by Joy Chant
Cards of Grief by Jane Yolen
Bridge of Birds by Barry Hughart
The Folk of the Air by Peter S. Beagle
Seventh Son by Orson Scott Card
Unicorn Mountain by Michael Bishop
The Stress of Her Regard by Tim Powers
11wmas the Rhymer by Ellen Kushner
Mythopoeic Fantasy Award for Adult
Literature

A Woman of the Iron People by Eleanor Amason
Briar Rose by Jane Yolen
The Porcelain Dove by Delia Sherman
Something Rich and Strange by Patricia A.
McKillip
1996 Waking the Moon by Elizabeth Hand
1997 The Wood Wife by Terri Windling
1998 The Djinn in the Nightingale's Eye by A.S. Byatt
1992
1993
1994
1995

Mythopoeic Fantasy Award
for Children's Literature
1992 Haroun and the Sea of Stories by Salman Rushdie
1993 Knight's Wyrd by Debra Doyle and James D.
Macdonald
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Mythopoeic Scholarship Award
in Myth and Fantasy Studies
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998

The Victorian Fantasists ed. by Kath Filmer
Strategies of Fantasy by Brian Attebery
Twentieth-Century Fantasists ed. by Kath Filmer
Old Tales and New Truths by James Roy King
From the Beast to the Blonde by Marina Warner
When Toys Come Alive by Lois Rostow Kumets
The Encyclopedia of Fantasy ed. by John Oute
and John Grant

The Nominees for the
1999 Mythopoeic Awards

Mythopodc Fantasy Aw,ud for Adult Litmlh,n
Someplace to be Rying by Charles de Lint
Stardust by Neil Caiman and Charles Vess
The History of Our World Beyond the Wane by RE. Klein
Song for the Basilisk by Patricia A. MclGllip
The High House by James Stoddard

Mythopoeic Ftlnttlsy Awtlrd for Childrrn's Litntltun
The Heavenward Path by Kara Dalkey
Dark Lord of Derkholm by Diana Wynne Jones
Ella Enchanted by Cail Carson Levine
The Squire's Tale by Gerald Morris
Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone by J.K. Rowling

Mythopodc Scholtlrship Award in Inklings Studies
C.S. Lewis: Writer, Dreamer & Mentor by Lionel Adey
Christian Mythmakers by Rolland Hein
C.S. Lewis: A Companion & Guide by Walter Hooper
Roverandom by J.R.R. Tolkien, edited by Wayne C. Hammond and Christina Scull

Mythopoeic Scholarship Award in Myth and Fantasy Studies
Dreams and Wishes: Essays on Writing for Children by Susan Cooper
Oz and Beyond: The Fantasy World of L. Frank Baum by Michael Riley

No Go the Bogeyman: Scaring, Lulling, and Making Mock by Marina Warner
A Century of Welsh Myth in Children's Literature by Donna R. White
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Mythopoeic Con£erences
I, September 4-7, 1970. Harvey Mudd College,
Claremont, California. Combined with Tolkien
Conference III. Guest of Honor: C.S. Kilby (Inklings
scholar & curator). Chairman: Glen GoodKnight.

IX, August 11-13, 1978. Ambassador Inn, West
Sacramento, California. Deryni. Guest of Honor:
Katherine Kurtz (fantasy author). Chairman:
Michael Morman.

II, September 3-6, 1971. Francisco Torres Conference
Center, Santa Barbara, California. Guest of Honor:
Mary McDermott Shideler (Williams scholar).
Chairman: Glen GoodI<night.

X, July 12-15, 1979. Hyatt House, San Jose,
California. "The Silmarillicon." Guests of Honor:
Annette Harper (fantasy artist) and Jim Allan
(Tolkien linguist). Chair: Lisa Deutsch Harrigan.

III, June 30-July 4, 1972. Edgewater Hyatt House,
Long Beach, California. Held in conjunction with
Westercon XXV. Guest of Honor: Poul Anderson
(fantasy writer). Chairman: Glen GoodKnight.

XI, July 25-28, 1980. University of Nevada, Reno. Joy
in the Great Dance. Guest of Honor: Glen
GoodKnight (founder of the Mythopoeic Society).
Chairperson: Debbie Smith.

IY, August 17-20, 1973. Francisco Torres Conference
Center, Santa Barbara, California. Guests of Honor:
Peter S. Beagle (fantasy author) and Richard Plotz
(founder of the Tolkien Society of America).
Chairman: Glen GoodI<night.

XII, August 7-10, 1981. Mills College, Oakland,
California. A Festival in Faerie. Guests of Honor:
Elizabeth M. Pope (fantasy author and scholar) and
Joe R. Christopher (Lewis scholar and Inklings bibliographer). Chair: Diana L. Paxson.

V, August 23-26, 1974. Scripps College, Claremont,
California. "The MabinogiCon": Celtic and Welsh
Influence in Mythopoeic Literature. Guests of
Honor: Evangeline Walton (fantasy author) and
Kathryn Lindskoog (Lewis scholar). Chairman: Glen
GoodKnight.

XIII, August 13-16, 1982. Chapman College, Orange,
California. "Celtic Con": The Celtic Influence on
Fantasy Literature. Special guests: Nancy-Lou
Patterson (keynote speaker), Marion Zimmer
Bradley, Tim Kirk, Katherine Kurtz, Kathryn
Lindskoog, Ataniel Noel, Paul Edwin Zimmer,
Bernie Zuber. Director: Lisa Cowan.

VI, August 15-18, 1975. Scripps College, Claremont,
California. The Fictional Worlds of C.S. Lewis. Guests
of Honor: Walter Hooper (Lewis scholar & executor)
and Ed Meskys (former Thain of the Tolkien Society
of America). Chairman: Bruce McMenomy.

XIY, August 12-15, 1983. Scripps College, Claremont,

California. Mythic Structures in Tolkien, Lewis, and
Williams. Guests of Honor: C.S. Kilby (Inklings
scholar & curator) and Stephen R. Donaldson (fantasy author). Chairman: Glen GoodKnight.

VII, August 13-16, 1976. Westbridge Conference
Center, Sacramento, California. Arthurian Elements
in Williams, Lewis, and Tolkien. Guest of Honor:
Thomas Howard (Inklings scholar). Chairman:
Bruce McMenomy; Conference Co-ordinator: Mary
Morman.

XV, August 10-13, 1984. Mills College, Oakland,
California. The Wood Between the Worlds. Guests of
Honor: Jane Yolen (fantasy author) and Paul F. Ford
(Lewis scholar). Chair: Eric Rauscher.
XVI, July 26-29, 1985. Wheaton College, Wheaton,
Illinois. A Kinship of Dancers: Interplay in the Lives
and Works of Lewis, Tolkien, and Williams. Guests
of Honor: Patricia A. McKillip (fantasy author) and
Peter Schakel (Lewis scholar). Chairman: Diana
Lynne Pavlac.

VIII, August 26-29, 1977. University of California,
San Diego, La Jolla, California. The "Lesser" Works
of J.R.R. Tolkien. Guest of Honor: Richard L. Purtill
(Inklings scholar and fantasy author). Chairman:
Bruce McMenomy; Local Co-ordinators: Andy
Howard and Sandi Howard.
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XVII, August 8-11, 1986. California State University,
Long Beach. The Daughters of Beatrice: Women in
Fantasy. Guests of Honor: Charles de Lint (fantasy
author) and Judith Kollmann (Williams scholar). Cochairs: Sarah Beach and Peter Lowentrout.

XXV, August 5-8, 1994. American University,
Washington, D.C. The Language of Myth. Guests of
Honor: Madeleine L'Engle (fantasy author), Judith
Mitchell (fantasy artist), and Verlyn Flieger (Tolkien
scholar). Chair: Wendell Wagner.

XVIIl, July 24-27, 1987. Marquette University,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin . Looking Back From
Weathertop: A Fifty Years' Retrospective on The
Hobbit . Guests of Honor: Christopher Tolkien
(Tolkien scholar and executor) and John Bellairs
(fantasy author). Chair: Gregory G.H. Rihn.

XXVI, August 4-7, 1995. Clark Kerr Campus,
Berkeley, California . Fairies in the Garden, Monsters
at the Mall: Fantasy in the World Around Us. Guests
of Honor: Tim Powers (fantasy author) and Michael
R. Collings (Lewis and fantasy scholar). Chair:
Eleanor M. Farrell.

XIX, July 29-A ugust 1, 1988. Clark Kerr Campus,
Berkeley, California. Legends for a New Land:
Fantasy in America. Guests of Honor: Ursula K. Le
Guin (fantasy author) and Brian Attebery (fantasy
scholar). Chair: David Bratman.

xxvn,

July 26-29, 1996. University of Colorado,
Boulder, Colorado. Magic in the Mountains, Wonder
in the Woods: The Inklings and Nature. Guests of
Honor: Doris T. Myers (Inklings scholar) and Ted
Nasmith (Tolkien artist). Chair: Bruce Leonard.

XX, July 28-31, 1989. University of British Columbia,
Vancouver. Mythic Elements in Fantasy. Guests of
Honor: Guy Gavriel Kay (fantasy author) and
Raymond H. Thompson (Arthurian scholar).
Chairman: Lynn J.R. Wytenbroek.

XXVIII, August 8-11, 1997. Pepperdine University,
Malibu, California. ].R.R. Tolkien: The Achievement
of His Literary Life. Guests of Honor: Wayne G.
Hammond and Christina Scull (Tolkien scholars)
and Orson Scott Card (fantasy author). Chair: Glen
GoodKnight.

XXI, August 3-6, 1990. California State University,
Long Beach. Aspects of Love in Fantasy. Guests of
Honor: Diana L. Paxson (fantasy author and musician) and Patrick Wynne (fantasy artist and Tolkien
linguist). Chairman: Jo Alida Wilcox; Conference
Co-0rdinator: Bill Welden.

XXIX, July 15-20, 1998. Wheaton College, Wheaton,
Illinois. C.S. Lewis: A Centenary Celebration. Special
Guests: Paul F. Ford (Lewis scholar) and Verlyn
Flieger (Inklings scholar). Chairman: Diana Glyer.
XXX, July 30-August 2, 1999. Archbishop Cousins
Center, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Combined with Bree
Moot 4. Bree & Beyond: Exploring the Fantasy
Worlds of J.R.R. Tolkien and His Fellow Travelers.
Guests of Honor: Sylvia Hunnewell (fantasy artist),
S. Gary Hunnewell (Tolkien scholar) and Douglas A.
Anderson (Tolkien and fantasy scholar). Chairperson: Richard C. West.

XXIl, July 26-29, 1991. Clarion Hotel, San Diego,
California. The Hero Cycle: Archetypes in Fantasy
Literature. Guests of Honor: C.J. Cherryh (fantasy
author) and Stephen W. Potts (myth and fantasy
scholar). Chair: Linda Sundstrom.
XXIIl, August 17-24, 1992. Keble College, Oxford,
England. The J.R.R. Tolkien Centenary Conference.
Co-sponsored with The Tolkien Society. 16 special
guests, including Christopher, John, and Priscilla
Tolkien. Chairman: Christina Scull.
XXIV, July 30-August 2, 1993. University of
Minnesota, Minneapolis. Down the Hobbit-hole &
Through the Wardrobe: Fantasy in Children's
Literature. Guests of Honor: Carol Kendall (fantasy
author) and Jane Yolen (fantasy scholar and author).
Chair: David Lenander.

34

·. :·•.:
..
. •;

..
. ·

.·

.'

. .

..:::

:;.. .

\

.

. ' ·.. .

·.

... .

·- .

.

·.

. :. ·
'

::.

-· ... .....

. , ...

... ...

